The Great Getaway

TRAVEL BROCHURES: Reading, writing
GOAL: Expanding vocabulary 

	Step 1:
	Bring travel brochures to class. Ask students to scan the brochures for adjectives with positive meanings (e.g., superb, exclusive, spectacular, sumptuous, elegant, pristine, luxurious). Make a list on the board.

	 
	 

	Step 2:
	Have students work in pairs, looking up the words on the board and classifying them into groups by meaning (e.g., words that mean "very beautiful," words that mean "unbelievable," words whose meanings contain the idea of "being rich").

	 
	 

	Step 3:
	Have students write the copy for a travel brochure describing a real or fictitious hotel or resort. Encourage them to incorporate words they just learned.




TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS: Role play
GOAL: Expanding vocabulary, finding differences in meaning 
	Step 1:
	Write the following two sets of words related to travel on the board:

	
	

	
	1.

hotel, motel, hostel, resort, inn, bed and breakfast


	
	2.

excursion, cruise, tour, hike, flight


	
	 

	
	Have students discuss the differences and similarities in meanings among the words in each set, looking up words in Longman Dictionary of American English as necessary.

	 
	 

	Step 2:
	Pass out advertisements from travel sections of newspapers. Tell students to read them to get familiar with the kinds of tours available.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Step 3:
	Have students do a role play in pairs. One acts as a "travel agent" who uses the information from the newspaper to make a sales pitch to the other, who is a "traveler" asking questions about tours and accommodations. 




TRAVEL PLANS: Writing, editing
GOAL: Using the Dictionary to check collocations 
	Step 1:
	Write the following list on the board:

	 
	 

	 
	eager
excited
pleased
interested
disappointed
surprised
decide 
plan
enjoy
look forward
dream
want


	 
	 

	Step 2:
	Students should use the Dictionary to check words that should follow the listed words (for example, eager to, disappointed in/with). Point out the use of boldface to indicate words that go together in set phrases (collocations).

	 
	 

	Step 3:
	Have students work in pairs and exchange paragraphs. Each edits the other's paper for correct word choice, checking the Dictionary.




Adapted from Longman Dictionary of American English: Teacher's Companion.
