What's the Score?

MATCHING SPORTS: Speaking
GOAL: Expanding vocabulary, identifying parts of speech 
	Step 1:
	Write the following sports on the board and ask students to copy them as headings on a piece of paper: 

	 
	 

	 
	baseball 
basketball 
football 
hockey 
soccer 
tennis 


	 
	 

	Step 2:
	Have students look up the following words in Longman Dictionary of American English (LDAE). Ask them to write each word under the sport or sports with which it is associated. Then ask students to write n next to nouns and v next to verbs (some words may be both).

	 
	 

	 
	puck
end zone
strike
touchdown
hoops
doubles
stick
serve
bat
fumble 
dribble
pitch
goal
pass
set
kickoff


	 
	 

	Step 3:
	Ask students to identify their favorite sport and either describe how it is played or share a memory about a game they played in or watched. 




WHAT'S MY GAME?: Role play
GOAL: Finding related words, using dictionary pictures 
	Step 1:
	Write the following list of positions in various sports on the board:

	 
	 

	 
	shortstop
 

quarterback
 

goalkeeper 
heavyweight
 
center 
 
forward


	 
	 

	 
	Have students look up the words in LDAE and identify the sport or sports for each position. Tell students to choose one of the positions to act out in a role play.

	 
	 

	Step 2:
	Tell students to look up the position again and find another word to look up that may supply more information about it. Tell them to continue the process with several more words. 

	 
	EXAMPLE:

	 
	quarterback [image: image1.png]


offensive, field, football

	 
	 

	Step 3:
	Have students work in pairs. The students take turns guessing their partner's role, asking questions about what the athlete does such as these:

	 
	 

	 
	Do you play with a ball?
Do you kick a ball?
Is there a net in your sport?
Is there a goal line in your sport? 

	 
	 

	Step 4: 
	Two sets of pairs get together. Each student describes his or her partner's position. 



Adapted from Longman Dictionary of American English: Teacher's Companion.
